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BOARD PROVIDES GUIDANCE TO REVISE ACCOUNTABILITY REGULATIONS 
 
At its October 4-5 meeting, the Kentucky Board of Education provided guidance to 
Kentucky Department of Education staff on the direction in which to proceed for revising 
language within the accountability regulations.  These changes will determine how the 
Commonwealth Accountability System’s accountability index will be computed to reflect 
the new Kentucky Core Content Test design, meet the requirements of Senate Bill 130 
and maintain alignment with the No Child Left Behind Act. 
 
Highlights of the guidance provided by the Board include: 
 

• Increase the weights for reading and mathematics in elementary and middle 
school with a recommendation to come from Kentucky Department of Education 
staff as to the actual percentages. 

 
• Begin immediately to work with vendors and the National Technical Advisory 

Panel for Assessment and Accountability to resolve technical issues and create a 
growth measure that may be included in accountability. 

 
• Keep the focus of equal weights on all content areas at the high school level. 

 
• For high school, utilize the Kentucky Core Content Test items combined with 

aligned items from ACT to calculate indices for reading, mathematics, science, 
and on-demand writing to be applied to accountability beginning in 2007-08. 

 

 
 



• At elementary and middle school, do not include a norm-referenced index and 
redistribute the 5% to all content areas.  Additionally, explore embedding NAEP 
items for KCCT and obtaining a national comparison score based on these items; 
give districts the resources to purchase and administer an approved elementary 
norm-referenced test (NRT) in reading and mathematics and require public 
reporting of the results along with communication of individual student results to 
parents; and require public reporting of EXPLORE results for middle school and 
the use of the results in developing a student’s Individual Learning Plan. 

 
• Do not include a norm-referenced test in the high school index and redistribute 

the 5% to other content areas.  Additionally, require public reporting of PLAN 
and ACT results and the communication of these results to parents along with use 
of the information in the development of a student’s Individual Learning Plan. 

 
• Change the total weight and distribution of weights within the nonacademic 

index; however, KDE staff will fine tune the percentages and come back to the 
Board with a specific recommendation.   

 
• KDE staff is to do more work and come back to the Board with a revised 

recommendation on how attendance should be defined. 
 

• Generate retention rates at elementary and middle school and dropout rates at 
middle school based on 100 minus the actual percentage calculated for each 
school district. 

 
• For high school, beginning in 2007-08, use graduation rate to capture both 

retention and dropout.  Graduation rate will include the NCLB graduation rate 
calculation plus points awarded for factors valued by Kentucky such as students 
receiving Certificates of Attainment (1%-cap); students graduating by age 21; 
students completing a secondary GED and students graduating in three years or 
less. 

 
• At high school, calculate transition rate using a base category as follows: 

 
o Completion of the Individual Learning Plan 

 
Postsecondary 
o Reaching both ACT benchmarks (reading 18; mathematics 19) 
 
  Or 
 
Work 
o Earning a Kentucky Employability Certificate (Silver Level) 
o Earning a state or national skills standards certification 
 
  Or 
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Military 
o Receiving military acceptance 
  Or 
 
o Meeting the current criteria for the Certificate of Attainment. 

 
• Add a bonus category for calculating transition rate at high school as long as the 

bonus does not mask problem areas.  In calculating a bonus, each student may earn a 
bonus point for his/her school by: 

 
Postsecondary 
o Passing three Advanced Placement exams with scores of 3 to 5 or 
o Earning dual credit for three or more courses based on an articulation agreement 

or 
o A combination of Advanced Placement and dual credit courses as described in the 

first two bullets or 
o Receiving an International Baccalaureate Diploma or 
o Receiving a Commonwealth Diploma. 
 
  Or 
 
Work 
o Earning a Kentucky Employability Certificate (Gold Level) or 
o Earning dual credit for three or more courses (postsecondary) based on 

articulation agreement. 
 
  Or 
 
Military 
o Earning a score (to be determined) on the ASVAB or 
o ROTC courses 
 

 
Kentucky Department of Education staff will use the guidance provided by the Board to 
draft regulatory revisions that will be reviewed at the Board’s November 1 meeting.  
Consideration of final approval to the regulations will occur at the Board’s December 6-7 
meeting. 
 
For more information on proposed changes to the accountability system, contact Pam 
Rogers at (502) 564-2256 or via email at Pamela.Rogers@education.ky.gov. 
 
BOARD ACCEPTS COMMISSIONER WILHOIT’S RESIGNATION; KEVIN 
NOLAND HIRED AS INTERIM COMMISSIONER 
 
As an action described as regretfully approved, the Kentucky Board of Education 
accepted Commissioner Gene Wilhoit’s resignation, effective November 3, in order that 
he can become the Executive Director of the Council of Chief State School Officers in 
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Washington, D.C.  It then approved the appointment of Deputy Commissioner Kevin 
Noland as Interim Commissioner to begin this role upon Wilhoit’s departure at the close 
of business on November 3.  Noland will serve until a new commissioner is selected and 
in place. 
 
For more information on this item contact Mary Ann Miller at (502) 564-3141 or via 
email at MaryAnn.Miller@education.ky.gov. 
 
 
BOARD APPROVES PROCESS FOR COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION SEARCH 
 
As part of the October agenda, the Kentucky Board of Education approved a timeline for 
the Commissioner of Education search and the issuance of a Request for Proposals (RFP) 
to secure bids from search firms to assist the Board in the search.  The RFP will be issued 
on October 6 with a deadline for submission by vendors of October 20.  Kentucky 
Department of Education staff will evaluate the responses and the top three will be 
invited to present before the Kentucky Board of Education on November 1.  The Board 
will then select the successful firm at its November 1 meeting. 
 
The successful firm will work with the Board’s Search Committee to conduct a national 
search for the next Commissioner of Education.  The Board approved the following 
membership for the Search Committee:  Keith Travis, Chair; Bonnie Lash Freeman, Vice 
Chair; David Webb; C.B. Akins and Judy Gibbons.  Jeanne Ferguson was designated as 
an alternate on the committee. 
 
Selected candidates will be interviewed by the Search Committee and then the top 
candidates will be interviewed by the full Board, tentatively during the first week in April 
of 2007. 
 
For more information on the search process, contact Mary Ann Miller at (502) 564-3141 
or via email at MaryAnn.Miller@education.ky.gov. 
 
OTHER ITEMS APPROVED AT THE OCTOBER 4-5 MEETING WERE: 
 

• Minutes from the August 2-3, 2006, and September 6, 2006 meetings 
• Composing of a proclamation to honor Dr. John Poggio 
• District facility plans for Henderson County and Dayton Independent 
• 2006-07 Local District Tax Rates Levied 
• Request by the Jefferson County Board of Education to use an alternative formula 

to allocate funds to school councils in 2007-08 
• Appointment of Bonnie Lash Freeman, Joe Brothers and Jeanne Ferguson as the 

Selection Committee for the Joe Kelly Award 
• Approval of Commissioner Wilhoit’s evaluation 
• Approval of salary increase for Commissioner Wilhoit as designated in the 

Board’s evaluation letter for the remainder of his tenure 
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OTHER ITEMS REVIEWED WITH NO ACTION TAKEN WERE: 
 

• 2007 Legislative Agenda 
• Update from the Committee for Mathematics Achievement and the Kentucky 

Center for Mathematics 
• Final report from the Facilities Evaluation Task Force 
• Legislative items related to SEEK 
• KDE Employment Report 

 
 
BOARD MEETING DATES FOR 2006, 2007 AND 2008 
 

KBE MEETING DATES 2006 
 

2006    Type of Meeting    Location 
 
November 1, 2006  Regular meeting    Frankfort 
December 6-7, 2006  Regular meeting    Frankfort 

 
 

KBE MEETING DATES 2007 
 
2007    Type of Meeting    Location 
 
January 10, 2007   Regular meeting    Frankfort 
February 7-8, 2007  Regular meeting    Frankfort 
March 7, 2007   Regular meeting    Carter Caves State Park   
April 4-5, 2007   Regular meeting    Frankfort 
May 9-10, 2007   KBE retreat/strategic plan discussion Available hotel, Bowling  
         Green or Barren River  
         State Park  
June 13-14, 2007   Regular meeting    Frankfort 
July 11, 2007   Regular meeting    Frankfort 
August 8-9, 2007   Regular meeting    Frankfort 
September 5, 2007  Regular meeting    Available hotel, Louisville 
October 3-4, 2007  Regular meeting    Frankfort 
November 14, 2007  Regular meeting    Available hotel, Florence 
December 6-7, 2007  Regular meeting    Frankfort 
 
 

KBE MEETING DATES 2008 
 

2008    Type of Meeting    Location 
 
January 9, 2008   Regular meeting    Frankfort 
February 6-7, 2008  Regular meeting    Frankfort 
March 5, 2008   Regular meeting    Available hotel,   
         Richmond  
April 2-3, 2008   Regular meeting    Frankfort 
May 7-8, 2008   KBE retreat/strategic plan discussion Kentucky Dam Village  
         State Park, Gilbertsville or 
         Lake Barkley Lodge  
June 11-12, 2008   Regular meeting    Frankfort 
July 9, 2008   Regular meeting    Frankfort 
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August 6-7, 2008   Regular meeting    Frankfort 
September 10, 2008  Regular meeting    Cumberland Falls State  
         Park, Corbin  
October 1-2, 2008  Regular meeting    Frankfort 
November 5, 2008  Regular meeting    Rough River State Park,  
         Falls of Rough  
December 10-11, 2008  Regular meeting    Frankfort 
 
 
For questions on the above schedule, contact Mary Ann Miller or Susan Palmer at 502-
564-3141 or via email at MaryAnn.Miller@education.ky.gov or 
Susan.Palmer@education.ky.gov.  
 
The actions described above were taken in open session of the Kentucky Board of Education at 
the October 4-5, 2006, regular meeting conducted in the State Board Room, Capital Plaza 
Tower, 1st Floor, Frankfort, Kentucky.  This information is provided in summary form, and an 
official record of the meeting is available on tape in the permanent records of the Kentucky 
Board of Education, First Floor, Capital Plaza Tower, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.  These 
records are open for inspection Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 
For additional information about the Kentucky Board of Education meetings, agendas, 
minutes or special accommodations needed for attending meetings, contact Mary Ann Miller, 
Policy Advisor at (502) 564-3141. 
 
The Kentucky Board of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, sex, religion, age, or disability in employment or the provision of services. 
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